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PRESS RELEASE 

 
 

For immediate release 
 

Three parents and the CSFTNO file an application for interlocutory injunctions following the August 
30, 2019 refusal of the Minister of Education for their admission 

 
 
Yellowknife, September 12, 2019 – August 30, 2019, the Minister of Education, Caroline Cochrane, 
refused five requests for admission of children of non-rights holder parents, even those where the 
children and the parents speak French and are active members of the Franco-ténoise community.  
Three Yellowknife parents filed an application for an interlocutory injunction in order to register their 
child at École Allain St-Cyr while awaiting that the judicial reviews are decided on by the courts.  The 
Commission scolaire francophone des Territoires du Nord-Ouest (CSFTNO) and the parents believe that 
the Minister did not exercise her discretion in conformity with Justice Rouleau’s ruling of July 2, 2019, 
and that the reasons for the refusals are unacceptable.  Pending the judicial process, the children in 
junior kindergarten and kindergarten should not be deprived of participating in the French first 
language program at École Allain St-Cyr. 
 
“The CSFTNO is very concerned by the multiple refusals to these requests for admission, and by the 
justification given by the department.  Rather than assessing the merits of each request, the Minister 
refused the five requests to make a statement, and this, even after having confirmed that each request 
for admission would be beneficial for the children and the community.” stated Simon Cloutier, 
Chairperson of the CSFTNO. He adds: « The refusals are not without consequences for these families 
and the Franco-ténoise community.  It is essential for the future of our community that we continue to 
revitalize it by welcoming new immigrants and Francophile families that seek to integrate our minority 
institutions.  Since the Ministerial Directive, the refusals have been very harmful in Yellowknife.  
Because the Minister indicated that she disagreed with the ruling of the Court, and that she is 
appealing the decision, it has become apparent that there are no other options but to return to court.”    
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